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These recommendations support four priority goals.

GOAL I: ENHANCE THE GOVERNMENT OPEN
DATA ECOSYSTEM

Open data can help federal agencies accomplish their missions
more effectively and efficiently. While some agencies have estab-
lished strong open data programs, most need additional resources
and support. The next administration should enhance the open
data ecosystem by developing a strong data infrastructure across
government, including appropriate personnel, policies, and coor-
dination efforts.

This summary presents highlights from the Open GOAL II: DELIVER DIRECT BENEFITS TO CITIZENS AND
Data Transition Report, which provides recom- COMMUNITIES

mendations to improve open data policies and In the United States and internationally, open data has helped
programs in the next administration. citizens and communities improve their health care, nutrition, ed-

ucation, public safety, and more. The next administration should
identify the major challenges impacting American communities
and leverage open data to address them.

To read the full report, please go to:
OpenDataEnterprise.org/transition-report

GOAL 11l: SHARE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DATA TO SPUR
INNOVATION AND SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY

When scientists freely share their data, the entire research en-
terprise benefits. Working with the research community, the next
administration should develop policy and technology solutions to
This report includes 27 actionable recommendations make open, shared research data the norm.

designed to be of value to the next President, his or her
transition teams, and government agencies and depart-

. . . GOAL IV: HELP BUSINESSES AND ENTREPRENEURS USE
ments in the next administration.

GOVERNMENT DATA AS A RESOURCE

The administration can launch many of the recommen- American businesses are the heart of the economy and open data
dations in the first 100 days. All recommendations in this can fuel their growth. The next administration should help busi-
report will produce meaningful results in the administra- nesses by making it easier to access valuable government data and
tion’s first year. simpler to report data to regulatory agencies.



http://OpenDataEnterprise.org/transition-report
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RECOMMENDATION LEAD ACTOR

GOAL I: ENHANCE THE GOVERNMENT OPEN DATA ECOSYSTEM

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

COUNCIL ON FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
REFORM

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
& THE FOIA OFFICERS' COUNCIL

ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES & OFFICE OF
MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY

GOAL Il: DELIVER DIRECT BENEFITS TO CITIZENS AND COMMUNITIES

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

THE WHITE HOUSE

THE WHITE HOUSE AND FEDERAL
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR &
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF STANDARDS
AND TECHNOLOGY

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

TIMELINE

100 DAYS

100 DAYS

100 DAYS

FIRST YEAR

FIRST YEAR

FIRST YEAR

FIRST YEAR

100 DAYS

100 DAYS

100 DAYS

FIRST YEAR

FIRST YEAR

FIRST YEAR
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RECOMMENDATION LEAD ACTOR TIMELINE

OFFICE OF INFORMATION AND FIRST YEAR
REGULATORY AFFAIRS

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FIRST YEAR

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND FIRST YEAR
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

GOAL Ill: SHARE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DATATO SPUR INNOVATION
AND SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY

NATIONAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

100 DAYS

COUNCIL

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 100 DAYS
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 100 DAYS
THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF SCIENCE 100 DAYS

AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY

THE WHITE HOUSE FIRST YEAR

NATIONAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FIRST YEAR
COUNCIL & INTELLIGENCE ADVANCED
RESEARCH PROJECTS ACTIVITY

GOALIV: HELP BUSINESSES AND ENTREPRENEURS USE GOVERNMENT
DATA AS A RESOURCE

U.S. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY
OFFICE

100 DAYS

THE PRESIDENT, THE OFFICE OF 100 DAYS
INFORMATION AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS,
& NATIONAL ECONOMIC COUNCIL

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 100 DAYS

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY FIRST YEAR

U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE FIRST YEAR
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pen government data—data that is freely available for use, reuse, and republication—is a major public resource for govern-
ment, citizens, the scientific research community, and the private sector. Citizens are using open data to improve democ-

racy by interacting directly with the government and holding public officials accountable. Federal open data programs are

helping students and their parents choose colleges, improving health care, supporting local business, and literally mapping
the universe. The government is applying open data to deliver public services more effectively, foster entrepreneurship, broaden
opportunities for businesses, and empower researchers to advance scientific discovery and drive innovation.

The Obama Administration has championed open data as an essential part of open, transparent government since the President’s first
day in office. Over the past eight years, the federal government has launched a range of new open data programs. The White House
has also made future commitments to use open data to improve government and to support international data-driven efforts.

Drawing on numerous interviews, expert meetings, and other research, the Open Data Transition Report examines the current open
government data ecosystem and makes recommendations to improve open data policies and programs moving forward. Many open
data champions and subject-matter experts provided guidance and input to make this report possible.
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The Center for Open Data Enterprise is a nonprofit organization that develops For general inquiries, contact Katherine Gargia at
smarter open data strategies for governments, businesses, and nonprofits by katherine@odenterprise.org.

focusing on data users. Our mission is to maximize the value of open data as a

public resource. The Center is a grantee of the Laura and John Arnold Founda-

For partnership opportunities, contact Laura Manley at
laura@odenterprise.org.

tion, which provided support to prepare this nonpartisan informational report.

Learn more at OpenDataEnterprise.org.

To read the full report, please visit:
OpenDataEnterprise.org/transition-report
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